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The past, the present and the future
are really one: they are today.

T Harriet Beecher Stowe

We shall not cease from exploration,
and the end of all our exploring will be
to arrive where we started and
know the place for the first time.

T T.S. Eliot
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and the joy will burn out the pain.

T Joseph Campbell
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my paternal grandmotherCharlote (Juhl) Luick, in her living room

On the first of October 19@, Groucho Marx introduced lowhorn Johnny Carson on national
television. In turn, Carson welcomed Joan Crawford and Rudy Vallee, Tony Bennett, Tom Pedi, and the
all-male AfricarAmerican trio, the Phoenix Singers, as his first gaueatsl therewith took ove hosting
the Tonight Showor the next thirty years.

His opening monologue would become a staple of the nightly show with jokes lampooning the
newsmakers of the day. One wonders what that first monologue, now lost, included. Ditehion
that earlier that day, in strifetorn Mississippi, James Meredith had enrolled atvdlite 60le Misg as
the first student of color, escorted by small army ofJ.S marshals? Or that his first claséttingly,
Colonial History was boycotted by more than a third bfsregistered class members due to the hue of
their unwelcome classma skin?

Did Carson notehat four Soviet Foxtrot submarines, armed with nuclearptxrioes, had departed
bases in ectic Russia Or that they wereheaded for the Caribbean in anticipation of a Soviet
confrontation with the US over the deployment of missiles in Cubl&d®o, didCarson imagine that the
world was about to stare athut global destruction in the facethen escape it by a margin of haah



NCH SITE 2
SAN CRISTOBAL
1 NOVEMBER 1962

A few days latar less explosively but leavirlgsting ripples nonethelessDr. Nqg the first James
Bond film,premiéeredin British cinemasand the Beatles released their first singleve Me DoAlso in
October 1962: the & suffered its first heliopter fatalities in ViethamChina and India stumbled into
war over their contested shared bordeand, the reformist Second Vatican Council opened in Rome. In
the jungles of Panama the Bridge of the Americas opened, uniting North and South America foy land
the first time the hold-no-punches playwho@ Afraid of Virginia Woolbpened on Broadwayand,
Hurricane Daisy pounded the coast of innocent Nova Scotia.

Qoser to home, in Belmondowa,Uncle Henry Lui&& 73-yearold jaw continued to heahfter a 20-
something hitchhikehad broken it the previous JulyDena(Krame) Riggins and her husband, Robert,
opened the Sahara Supper Club alongside Highway 65, near Sfveffielfuture site of my future ncle
BobJone®) & S Q MiBoh wduldfan By future! dzy G [ 2dndsidesosgEni@ery Also in October
1962, Lorraine (Luick JoneSdefiant kid sister, 18-yearold SheranneLuick who had just started
learningabout buildingbeauty at La James School of Cosmetology in Mason ®dg preparing to slip
across the Minnesota border to secretly maarfellow minor of whom her parents did not approve

On the quieter maternal side of my extersive family, my grandparents EImer and ErmdFalcon
Thramswere prepalingto turn over Ashlawn Farf®& operation tomy young parents as of the New Year
And, Mom was in her eighth month of pregnanayith her third child me. (Had Kennedy and
Khrushchev not backed dowtfastminute, from the brink of nuclear holocaustwouldn® be writing
this now.And, you would®bereading ity |, 2 dz ¢ 2 dzftigy,eiherp S | £ A @S

Meanwhile,Aunt Della(Moorehead Hughes Trudad been released aftegervingeighteenyears in
the MinnesotaReformatory folWomenin Shakopedor two murders &ad was livingper prdoation with
her recently divorced(and about to divorce agaimaughter, Beverly, in Florid&nd, Della@ niece my
paternal grandmother CharlottéJuh) Luick who grew upwith Dellain the same househoidwas
wearing sunglasses in her farmho@aealimly lit living room The picture shows herstanding at the
bottom of plank staird@ dream about for years as a child. YHermed the sructural core of a house
that harbored scenes of crimes of the heart, not to mention at least one clearly codified in law books.



When | stug the photo of blindered Gramma now, after recent revelations of banal evils timt
childhood selinever could have imagined having happened in our family, | can only conclude that poor
dLittle Lottiee was doing her best tblock out that which she couldot bear to look at in the face. She
could not endure what was right in front of hevpuld not go away, andias crushing her to her core.



